16 July 2010

Mr. Bezan,


It was with considerable disappointment that I read about the June 17, 2010 decision of the Standing Committee on Environment and Sustainable Development to cease its study of the oil sands and Canada’s water resources and destroy all paper and electronic copies of the draft report.


Canadians are rightly concerned about the environmental impact of oil sands development, including the air pollution, water pollution, and climate change effects of these activities. While the oil sands appear to be an economic boon when you only examine the profits, jobs, and revenues associated, the picture becomes far murkier when you take into account all the harm that extracting fuels from the oil sands does to people in Canada and around the world. Companies and investors who make a profit from the oil sands do not bear the full costs associated with these economic activities, which range from the destruction of the landscape in Athabasca to toxic contamination to air pollution and the accelerated accumulation of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.


The amount of climate change the Earth experiences will be determined directly by what proportion of the world’s fossil fuels humanity burns. If humanity can quickly begin to transition to zero-carbon options like solar and nuclear power, it should still be possible to avoid a temperature increase of over 2°C above pre-industrial levels. This threshold has been widely endorsed as the level at which climate change would become ‘dangerous’ to humanity. If, by contrast, humanity continues to chase down every last drop of oil, gram of coal, and cubic centimetre of gas, we will be committing the planet to well over 5°C of temperature increase and an utterly transformed world with greatly elevated sea levels and major changes in global and regional climatic conditions. These are not worst-case projections; rather, this is the business-as-usual scenario that will arise if we continue on our present course. ‘Unconventional’ fossil fuels, including the oil sands, represent a significant portion of the total fossil fuels remaining on Earth. As such, the extent to which humanity exploits them will have a big impact on how severe climate change will become.


Rather than continue to rely upon fossil fuels that damage both human health and the climate, we need to start an aggressive transition towards sustainable forms of energy that lack these ill effects and can be relied upon indefinitely. The billions of dollars being invested in oil sands expansion could be far more appropriately invested in this way. It is worth remembering that, since the carbon dioxide from burning fossil fuels remains in the air for thousands of years, the choices we make today about emitting greenhouse gases will affect a huge number of people in future generations, both in Canada and around the world.


By ceasing its study and destroying the draft report, the Standing Committee on Environment and Sustainable Development is suggesting that it values short-term profits above the health and long-term well being of Canadians. I urge committee members to reconsider when Parliament reconvenes in the fall. The report should be completed in a manner that is accurate and impartial and made available to Canadians so that they can in turn make informed choices about what sort of energy and environmental policies they want their governments to pursue. Canadians deserve to know what is leaching out from the massive tailings ponds that accompany oil sand extraction, including substances like naphthenic acids that have not previously had sufficient attention paid to them.


Furthermore, the decision to cease study and destroy the draft report is seriously at odds with the ideal of transparency in government, and stands in the way of Canadian citizens making informed decisions.


I would be happy to discuss this matter further by email, telephone, or in person.


Thank you for your consideration,


Milan Ilnyckyj, M.Phil (Oxon)


231 Booth Street


Ottawa, ON, K1R 7J5


milan@sindark.com

(613)715-4252

P.S. I have sent carbon copies of this message to the committee vice-chairs, Bernard Bigras and David J. McGuinty.

16 July 2010

Mr. Bigras,


Please find enclosed a letter to James Bezan, chair of the House of Commons Standing Committee on Environment and Sustainable Development. It concerns the recent decision of the committee to discontinue study of the impact of oil sands development on water.


I would be happy to discuss this matter further by email, telephone, or in person.

Thank you for your consideration,


Milan Ilnyckyj, M.Phil (Oxon)


231 Booth Street


Ottawa, ON, K1R 7J5


milan@sindark.com

(613)715-4252

P.S. I have also sent a carbon copy of my letter to Mr. Bezan to the other committee vice-chair, David McGuinty.

16 July 2010

Mr. McGuinty,


Please find enclosed a letter to James Bezan, chair of the House of Commons Standing Committee on Environment and Sustainable Development. It concerns the recent decision of the committee to discontinue study of the impact of oil sands development on water.


I would be happy to discuss this matter further by email, telephone, or in person.

Thank you for your consideration,


Milan Ilnyckyj, M.Phil (Oxon)


231 Booth Street


Ottawa, ON, K1R 7J5


milan@sindark.com

(613)715-4252

P.S. I have also sent a carbon copy of my letter to Mr. Bezan to the other committee vice-chair, Bernard Bigras.
